
  

 

In This Issue: 

Calendar 2 

Parshat Behar 3 

The Soille Scene 4 

Soille Community  

News 
7 

Anniversary Gala 

Information 
8 

 

                     Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School 
Paula Tannen Preschool 

3630 Afton Road · San Diego, CA  92123 · 858-279-3300        
www.hebrewday.org 

May 27, 2016                                       Parsha Behar 
19 Iyar 5776                                    Light Candles 7:31 pm  

Fourth Grade Beresheet  Milestone 
What an accomplishment!  4th graders celebrated the completion of the Book of 

Genesis this past Tuesday with a celebratory meal and words of Torah.  This 

Milestone event marks the culmination of 4 years of Textual Torah study in Sefer 

Beresheet.  Since first grade they have built their reading, translating, understanding 

and analysis skills while understanding the depth of each parshah of the first book in 

the Torah.  Their Siyum party included 

delicious food and beautiful 

decorations.  The highlight was the 

meaningful words of Torah shared by the 

students.  Each 4th grader stood in front 

of their classmates and parents  to 

express a thought in Torah they learned 

over the past year.  The meaningful 

D'vrei Torah caused parents to swell with 

pride as they heard the life lessons 

learned from Torah.   

Soille Hebrew 

Day Gala on 

Sunday, June 

5th @ 5:30 pm 
 

Are you  

Coming to 

“Celebrate 

Community” 

with us? 
 

RSVP TODAY 



2 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School                Kolenu                                May 26, 2016 -  19 Iyar 5776 

 Calendar of Events 

Headmaster: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 

rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 
 

Principal:  Rabbi Meir Cohen 

rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 

Director of School Administration:  

Estelle Workman 

eworkman@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Admissions:  

Beth Licha 

blicha@hebrewday.org  

Dean of Students:  

Giovanna Reinking 

giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org  
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 

rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 

klapp@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Development:  

Joyce Arovas 

jarovas@hebrewday.org 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large: 

Eilene Cummins  

Moises Eilemberg Iliana Glovinsky 

Allen Gruber  Gavin Horn 

Yonina Kaplan  Michael Leeman 

Philip Silverman Marilyn Williams 

Marcia Wollner  Missy Wrotslavsky 

Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

      May       June 

May 29, 2016  
10 am 8th Grade Graduation 
 
May 30, 2016 
No School—Memorial Day 
8th Grade leaves for Israel 
 
June 1, 2016 
2nd Grade Fairy Tale Ball  
8:30 am 
 
June 5, 2016  
53rd Annual Anniversary Gala 
5:30 pm Sheraton San Diego 
Hotel & Marina 
 
 

June 7, 2016 
Rosh Chodesh Assembly  
2:50 pm 
 
June 8, 2016 
5th grade Westward 
Movement Fieldtrip 
 
June 9, 2016 
4th grade California Reports 
Presentation 2:30 pm 
 
June 10, 2016 
Noon Dismissal 
 
June 13, 2016 
No School—Shavuot 

June 14, 2016 
9 am start of school 
 
 

 
 
 
 
For the most accurate and 
up to date calendar, please 
always refer to our website 
at www.hebrewday.org 
 
 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

mailto:rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org
mailto:eworkman@hebrewday.org
mailto:klapp@hebrewday.org
mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org
http://www.hebrewday.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=106100&pageId=118774
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 Parshat Behar 
OVERVIEW: Behar  (Lev. Ch. 25:1 – 26:2) 

Behar:  The Torah prohibits normal farming of the Land of Israel every seven years. This "Shabbat" for the land is called 
"shemita". After every seventh shemita, the fiftieth year, yovel (jubilee) is announced with the sound of the shofar on Yom 
Kippur. This was also a year for the land to lie fallow. G-d promises to provide a bumper crop prior to the shemita and yovel 
years. During yovel, all land is returned to its original division from the time of Joshua, and all Jewish indentured servants are 
freed, even if they have not completed their six years of work. A Jewish indentured servant may not be given any demeaning, 
unnecessary or excessively difficult work, and may not be sold in the public market. The price of his labor must be calculated 
according to the amount of time remaining until he will automatically become free.   The price of land is similarly calculated. 
Should anyone sell his ancestral land, he has the right to redeem it after two years. The Jewish People are required to be 
honest and not take advantage of one another whenever conducting business and when speaking with one another. If a house 
in a walled city is sold, the right of redemption is limited to the first year after the sale. The Levites' cities belong to them 
forever. The Jewish People are forbidden to take advantage of one another by lending or borrowing with interest. Family 
members should redeem any relative who was sold as an indentured servant as a result of impoverishment.    

(C) 2016 Ohr Somayach International 

DRASHA:  I have argued that Judaism is more than an ethnicity. It 
is a call to holiness. There is, however, an important ethnic 
dimension to Judaism. This is particularly evident in this week’s 
parsha. Repeatedly we read of social legislation couched in the 
language of family: 

When you buy or sell to your neighbor, let no one 
wrong his brother. (Lev. 25:14) 
If your brother becomes impoverished and sells some of 
his property, his near redeemer is to come to you and 
redeem what his brother sold. (25:25) 
If your brother is impoverished and indebted to you, you 
must support him; he must live with you like a foreign 
resident. Do not take interest or profit from him, but fear 
your G-d and let your brother live with you. (25:35-36) 
If your brother becomes impoverished and is sold to you, 
do not work him like a slave. (25:39) 

“Your brother” in these verses is not meant literally. This is a 
distinctive way of thinking about society and our obligations to 
others. Jews are not just citizens of the same nation or adherents 
of the same faith. We are members of the same extended family. 
We are – biologically or electively – children of Abraham and 
Sarah. For the most part, we share the same history. On the 
festivals we relive the same memories. We were forged in the 
same crucible of suffering. We are more than friends. We are 
family. 
 

The concept of family is absolutely fundamental to Judaism. 
Consider the book of Genesis, the Torah’s starting-point. It is not 
primarily about theology, doctrine, dogma. It is not a polemic 
against idolatry. It is about families: husbands and wives, parents 
and children, brothers and sisters. 
 

At key moments in the Torah, G-d himself defines his relationship 
with the Israelites in terms of family. He tells Moses to say to 
Pharaoh in his name: “My child, my firstborn, Israel” (Ex. 4:22). 
When Moses wants to explain to the Israelites why they have a 
duty to be holy he says, “You are children of the Lord your 
God” (Deut. 14:1). If G-d is our parent, then we are all brothers 
and sisters. We are related by bonds that go to the very heart of 

who we are. 
 
In one of the most famous phrases of prayer, Rabbi Akiva used the 
words Avinu Malkenu - “Our Father, our King”. That is a precise 
and deliberate expression. G-d is indeed our sovereign, our 
lawgiver and our judge, but before He is any of these things He is 
our parent and we are His children. That is why we believe divine 
compassion will always override strict justice. 
 

This concept of Jews as an extended family is powerfully 
expressed in Maimonides’ Laws of Charity: 

The entire Jewish people and all those who attach 
themselves to them are like brothers, as [Deuteronomy 
14:1] states: “You are children of the Lord your God.” 
And if a brother will not show mercy to a brother, who 
will show mercy to them? To whom do the poor of Israel 
lift up their eyes? [1] 
This sense of kinship, fraternity and the family bond, is at 
the heart of the idea of Kol Yisrael arevin zeh bazeh, “All 
Jews are responsible for one another.” Or as Rabbi 
Shimon bar Yohai put it, “When one Jew is injured, all 
Jews feel the pain.”[2] 

 

Family feeling is the most primal and powerful moral bond.  
Where families are strong, a sense of altruism exists that can be 
extended outward, from family to friends to neighbors to 
community and from there to the nation as a whole. 
It was the sense of family that kept Jews linked in a web of mutual 
obligation despite the fact that they were scattered across the 
world.  
 

The Jewish people remains a family, often divided, always 
argumentative, but bound in a common bond of fate nonetheless. 
As our parsha reminds us, that person who has fallen is our 
brother or sister, and ours must be the hand that helps them rise 
again. Shabat shalom.  Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (C) 2016 
 
[1] Mishneh Torah, Laws of Gifts to the Poor, 10:2. 
[2] Mekhilta de-Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai to Ex. 19:6. 
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 The Soille Scene 

Third Grade Geometry 
 

For their last unit of math this year, the third graders 

learned about geometry. Part of this unit was 

classifying shapes, learning about shape sides and 

angles, and calculating area, perimeter, and volume. 

To practice geometry in a different way, each student 

worked individually or in pairs to construct a hole (or 

two holes) for an extra mini golf course. First they 

designed a polygon shape. Next they calculated both 

the area and the perimeter of that shape in either 

centimeters or inches. Once this was done, they glued 

the base shape onto cardboard, enclosed it using 

popsicle sticks, and created obstacles for their hole. 

The class then put together a full mini golf course using each student’s hole and designed landscaping such 

as walkways and rivers to go on the course. They had a great time. Check it out in the third grade hallway! 

Yahadut Celebration 
 

Mrs. Betty Weiser celebrated completion of the 3 

year Middle School girls Yahadut program on 

Wednesday by presenting each of her 18 students 

a Siddur with their name engraved on the cover. 

As one parent said “I am thrilled to see how 

excited my daughter is to receive a new Siddur. It 

reminds me of the sparkle in her eye I saw in First 

Grade when she received her first one.  This is 

‘innocence preserved’ in the most beautiful 

fashion.” 
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 The Soille Scene 
Taming the Wild Arctic 
 

Last Monday, the fifth grade slept in the freezing cold 

Wild Arctic at Sea World-voluntarily! Students were 

greeted by friendly docents who led them around Sea 

World once the park was closed.  The fifth grade showed 

off their new found knowledge of marine animals as 

they had prepared for this trip by studying the physical 

characteristics, habitats, diets, and hunting patterns of 

major contenders such as the Beluga whale and Polar 

bears.  The docents were very impressed by the depth of 

knowledge and details given during our question and answer sessions.  The fifth grade got to feed the Bat 

Rays, hold a Polar bear skull, take selfies with a Polar bear, and practice being Sea World trainers.  All the 

students loved seeing the chaperones freeze as they witnessed the wonderful dance of the Belugas. 

Graduation Sunday Morning 
 

You are invited to join in celebrating a remarkable group of young men and women 

as they graduate from Soille Hebrew Day School!  Starting at 10 and lasting 

throughout the day, we will take note of 23 distinguished boys and girls who have 

completed an inspiring course of study and have earned the distinction of being a 

Soille Hebrew Day graduate.  We are rightfully very proud. 
 
 

Off to Israel! 
 

On Monday, while we are marking Memorial Day, 18 of our graduates will be flying 

together to Israel to tour and explore.  Thanks go to Mr. Yisroel Weiser and to Mrs. Alysa 

Segal, fearless leaders of the trip, to parents who worked hard to fundraise throughout the 

year, and to the Israel Connections program of our Federation for their sponsorship.   We 

look forward to welcoming back thoroughly tired and inspired graduates. 

 

Green Dragonflies Give Tzedakah 
 

The Green Dragonflies have been talking about v’ahavta lareicha kamocha. 

The children thought a great way to show how you love your neighbor like 

yourself was to pass on the tzedakah that we have been collecting in class. 

They brought the tzedakah to Rabbi Cohen who helped them pour it into a 

bag and will pass it on to people who can use it. 
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 Color War Lag B’Omer 
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 Community News 
Mazal Tov to… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...Isaac Broudy on his third place win at the California State Science Fair! The 65th annual California State 
Science Fair was held in the California Science Center on May 23-24, 2016. 845 projects were selected to 
compete for awards and prizes totaling $60,000.    

...Shoshana Ellis whose project was also selected to compete at the State level. (See photos above) 
 
….  Rachel Dolin, celebrating her Bat Mitzvah at Orot Hacarmel this Shabbat, and to proud parents Joe and 
Kim Dolin and grandparents Rufus and Shirley Abelsohn. 
 
… Anna Maya celebrating her Bat Mitzvah, and to proud parents Israel and Elena Maya, and grandparents 
Gaston & Ana Maya and Meyer & Zelma (HDS Founding Class) Nakach. 
 
...Raquel Chaljon celebrating her Bat Mitzvah at Adat Yeshurun, and to proud parents Alberto and Alicia 

Chaljon and family. 

 
… Avishai Adato on becoming Bar Mitzvah this coming Thursday, and to proud parents Jozef and Tamara 
Adato and families. 
 
…  Congregation Adat Yeshurun, celebrating its 30th Anniversary on Sunday at its Gala “A Taste of Tuscany” 
and to Rabbi Jeff Wohlgelernter and Board President Brian Zimmeran.   
 
...Rabbi Chanan (HDS Class of 1996) and Goldie Weiser on the birth of a son in 

Hamilton, ON, and to proud grandparents Rabbi Simcha and Betty Weiser and 

family. 

 

...Giovanna  (our Dean of Students) and Nathan Reinking, parents of Davis in 

our preschool Ladybug  class. on the birth of a baby girl, Luciana Holiday 

Reinking! 

 
… Jackie Dino (our Receptionist) on her marriage this past weekend. 
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 53rd Anniversary Gala 

We are very excited about the Hebrew Day Gala which will be held on Sunday, June 5, 
2016 at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina.  Our honoree, Mr. Selwyn Isakow, 
embodies the event’s theme of “Celebrating Community”.   
 
Join Hebrew Day on Sunday, June 5th as we ‘Celebrate Community’.  Contact Joyce 
Arovas, jarovas@hebrewday.org for reservations or register online: http://
www.hebrewday.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=106100&pageId=8593468 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Silk Art is Here! 
Enjoy the incredible silk paintings on the following !  Thank you to Morah Avril Butbul for 
leading our students to such artistic and spiritual heights. 
 
The paintings will be auctioned live at the Gala on June 5th.  Can’t come to the Gala?  No 
problem!  Advance bids and proxy bids will be accepted.  Bidding for each painting starts 
at $500.  For more information or to place a bid in advance, contact Joyce Arovas, 
jarovas@hebrewday.org. 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School 
53rd Anniversary Gala 
Sunday, June 5, 2016 

http://www.hebrewday.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=106100&pageId=8593468
http://www.hebrewday.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=106100&pageId=8593468
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 53rd Anniversary Gala 
Selwyn Isakow – A Passion for Jewish Education 
(Profile by Michael Rosen) 

 

 Selwyn Isakow developed a passion for studying Torah while 

living in Detroit.  His weekly study sessions connected back to fond 

memories of his observant grandfather.  For one hour each week, for 

twenty years, Selwyn became fascinated by the ethics and 

philosophy of Judaism.  Fortunately for the Soille family, Selwyn has 

now turned his considerable energies toward enhancing the 

educational experience at Hebrew Day School, acting upon his 

conviction that strong, vibrant Jewish communities are important, 

and that Torah study perpetuates community unity and builds 

continuity. 

 Born on a farm in Putfontein, South Africa, a tiny hamlet of 

only 13 families, Selwyn grew up in Johannesburg and moved to the 

United States after university, where he studied accounting.  

Following business school in Philadelphia and a stint at the Booz 

Allen consulting firm in San Francisco, Selwyn and his family relocated to Detroit to work for one of his 

clients, a bank that would later become Comerica. Soon afterward, he began his own company that 

bought and built other businesses, including internationally, and founded private banks in Michigan. 

 In 2004, amidst terrible weather in Detroit, Selwyn and his wife Hilary flew to a wedding in San 

Diego, and his wife flatly told him: “This is where we’re moving. Make a plan.” Sure enough, a few years 

later, he opened a bank here called San Diego Private Bank. 

 Selwyn helped bring the Partners in Torah program to San Diego three years ago, when he began 

learning with Rabbi Weiser. Selwyn deeply admires Rabbi Weiser’s intellect, kindness, integrity, open-

mindedness, and commitment to ethical conduct. He quotes Edith Wharton, who said “There are two 

ways of spreading light: to be the candle or the mirror that reflects it.” In his opinion, Rabbi Weiser 

represents both the candle and the mirror. 

 Along the way, Selywn also helped found the Shabbat Project in San Diego with a focus on “making 

this designated Shabbat the most meaningful Shabbat you’ve had yet”. The first year, 

the program drew 10,000 people, followed the next year by 15,000.  This has 

connected our Jewish community like no other program ever has. 

 Selwyn became involved with Hebrew Day School because he admires the 

school’s diversity and its inclusiveness.  Selwyn also values the emphasis on overall 

excellence in both the general studies and Judaic programs.  “Joining a healthy, 

thriving, spiritually aware community,” he says, “allows us to flourish as individuals 

and forges a strong community connection. It all starts with education, and then 

community, both the social aspect and the recognition of values.” 

 We are fortunate and honored to have Selwyn’s support for and involvement in 

our school. On behalf of the Soille family, thank you Selwyn for your leadership, 

vision, and dedication. 



Kindergarten 

“Celebrating Community” 

 
Meira Leah Adatto 

Tessy Adato 

Danielle Alon 
Elie Cheikka 
Ivonne Cohen 

Alexander Dujowich 
Jessica Dvora 

Elie Eilemberg 
Elisheva Ellis 

Liat Goldschmidt 

Raphael Guenniche 
Rebecca Johnson 

Asher Kaplan 

Ori Maman 
Mia Maya 

Aryeh Moskowitz 
Nathan Rothstein 

Sara Singer 

Daniel Snyder 
Alexandra Wrotslavsky 

First Grade 

“Shabbat Kallah” 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School 
2016 Student Silk Art 

First Grade—A 

“Shabbat Kallah” 

 
Benjamin Adler 
Noa Dimenstein 

Jonah Emanuel 
Aitan Estline 
Liran Harosh 

Daniel Hastings 
Yonatan Kinori 

Zoe Klein 
Esther Kleinman 
Shimon Levine 

Brandon Licha 
Eliyahu Lugasi 

Menachem Weiser 

 

Kindergarten 

“Celebrating Community” 



First Grade 

“Renewal” 

First Grade—B 

“Renewal” 

 
Jessica Berg 
Joey Boniske 

Nosson Breskin 
Mia Dolin 
Eli Duben 

Yosef Kantorovich 
Yonatan Levy 

Jacob Markowitz 
Dani McElfresh 

Yael Meltzer 

Almog Mizan 
Gabriel Myers 

Jayden Nakach 

Henach Peikes 
Zachary Raz 

Hailey Saavedra 

Second Grade—A 

“Abundance” 

 
Shira Adatto 

David Bemaras 

Leivy-Yitzhok Caplan 
Coby Dvora 

Shmanky Eden 

Molly Goldschmidt 
Sivan Hakmon 

Zachary Johnson 
Aiden Lerner 
Yaakov Levin 

Shiraz Mizan 
Emma Rothstein 

Esther Rupp 

Lorenzo Sansone 
Aviyah Snyder 

Michelle Sprung 
Eliora Weissler 
Yarden Zanani 

Second Grade 

“Abundance” 



Second Grade 

“Growing Greatness” 

Second Grade—B 

“Growing Greatness” 

 
Sophia Bain 
Yael Broudy 

Eden Carnot 
Emily Cheikka 
Sarah Datnow 

Ethan DeLara 
Shiloh Dimenstein 

Asher Eilemberg 
Hillel Jacobs 
Ari Kaplan 

Hannah Kasendorf 
Aaron Kupershmith 

Liyah London 

Esther Maya 
Phoebe Nakach 

Rachel Shaked 
Joshua Sprung 
Micah Weissler 

Third Grade—A 

“Tov M’Od” 

 
Eyal Amsalem 
Jamie Cheikka 

Simon Cohen 
Eduardo Dujowich 

Brody Estrada 

Eitan Freeman 
Gavriel Guenniche 

Gila Horn 
Dovi Kaplan 

Hadarya Levy 

Mayah London 
Maya Maman 
Sky Masori 

Ilan Myers 
Aharon Peikes 

Amalya Rosenberg 
Mia Shemer 

Valeria Simpser 

Yael Weiser 

Third Grade 

“Tov M’od” 



Fourth Grade 

“Choose Life” 

Third Grade 

“Am Yisrael Chai” 

Third Grade—B 

“Am Yisrael Chai” 

 
Amir Adato 
Shira Adato 

Nadav Aron 
Ariel Broudy 

Miriam Cohen 

David Ellis 
Itai Estline 

Eliana Hastings 
Noa Klein 

Rebecca Leeman 

Joshua Licht 
Yaron Malka 

Avigal Moryosef 

Menachem Moskowitz 
Samuel Raz 

Aryeh Shub-Yamamoto 
Alexis Simpser 

Andres Zagursky 

Fourth Grade—A 

“Choose Life” 

 
Liora Berg 

Elisheva Ertel 

Mia Kinori 
Eliyahu Lapp 
Lauren Levi 

Jacob Licha 
Eitan Lugasi 

Nina Maya 
Zelma Maya 

Maital Meltzer 

Jacob Raz 
Roie Segev 

Moshe Shaked 

Alek Singer 
Eithan Zimmerman 



Fourth Grade 

“Heveinu Shalom Aleichem” 

Fifth Grade 

“Our Chagall Windows” 

Fourth Grade—B 

“Heveinu Shalom Aleichem” 

 
Benjamin Broudy 

Zoe Carnot 

Rebecca Dolin 
Asher Duben 
Jordan Dvora 

Darianna Fox 
Annalee Haim 

Yuriel Leatherman 
Eitan Maman 

Ruthie McElfresh 

Orin Mizan 
Chana Moskowitz 
Denisse Podolsky 

Noah Pritsker 
Rebecca Venger 

Fifth Grade 

“Our Chagall Windows” 

 
Ariel Adato 
Nisso Adato 

Ayden Arya 
Aharon Barker 
Reuben Broudy 

Bertha Cohen 
Netanel Dimenstein 

Lia Ellis 
Kali Estrada 

Eva Freedman 

Sophie Guenniche 
Elianna Kaplan 

Benjamin Kasendorf 

JJ Klein 
Matisyahu Kleinman 

Jordan Lerner 
Shimshon Levin 
Naomi Moryosef 

Ella Raz 
Leslie Rostenberg 

Daniel Saade 
Ethan Shakhman 
Sari Shakhman 

Geulah Wrotslavsky 
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